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EXCBEPTS FEOM THE DAY-BOOKS OF DAVID EVANS, 
CABINET-MAKEK, PHILADELPHIA, 1774-1811. 

[David Evans, for many years the leading cabinet-maker of Phila- 
delphia, in 1791 removed from Cherry "Alley, "between Third and Fourth 
Streets, to a new building he erected on part of the lot on Arch Street 
on which stands the Arch Street Theatre. His Day-Books, covering the 
years 1774-1811, recently presented to the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, contain many interesting entries, and tell us of the various 
articles of furniture made for our ancestors, as well as the styles of coffins 
used at their burials. The manufacture of Venetian blinds was also 
an important branch of his business.] 

1774. Sept. 12. Clement Biddle, 1 Mahogany Sofa, £5. 

1775. April 12. Adam Hubley, 1 Pembroke Table, £3.6. 
Sept. 27. Thomas Lawrence, 1 Breakfast Table, £3. 

1776. May 13. I moved into James Watkin's house ; on Aug. 11, he 

went to Europe. 
July 20. United States of America, 161 sets of Tent Poles 4/6 

each; Capt. Francis Wade, 4 Camp chairs, Tent 

poles and pins. 
Aug. 12. Charles Thomson, a Reading Desk for Congress, £1.5. 
Nov. 29. Making Benches for the Jew Synagogue. 

1777. Jany. 16. Ornamenting Brig. Gen. Mercer's Coffin with plate 

and handles and attendance at funeral, £5. 

April 14. Bichard Peters, 1 large Chest, £7.3. 

April 20. Zachariah Brant, my apprentice, enlisted in Capt. 
Henderson's Company, 9 tu Battalion Col. Anthony 
Morris, without my consent. 

May 12. John Justice absconded from my shop and entered the 
army as Ensign of ll" 1 Battalion, without my appro- 
bation. 

July 4. Charles Thomson, 1 large writing Table, £2.1.3. 

Sept. 26. The British army marched into the city. 

Oct. 4. A very heavy battle at Germantown. 

1778. Feb. 26. Lieut. [Fred. W m ] Hoysted 64 th Begt., making a box 

for camp equipage. 

1779. May 1. Henry Hill, making Mahogany Sideboard, 4 ft. 6 in. 

long. 
July 14. Estate George Boss, Esq r , Mahogany Coffin, inscrip- 
tion plate, handles & case, £175. (Cont. cy.) 
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1780. Feb. 11. This day Isaac Bell dug on the Commons a con- 

siderable depth, by order of David Eittenhouse and 
D r William Smith, and found frost at 3 ft 7J inches 
below surface. This Winter is allowed to be by 
many people the hardest ever known, and as severe 
as the hard winter of forty years ago. 
Sept. 7. Estate William Allen, late Chief Justice, making his 
Coffin of Mahogany, with plate, horse hire, and 
attendance on the corpse from Mount Airy, £13. 

1781. May 12. Library Co. of Philadelphia, making and staining a 

frame. 

Tench Coxe, high-post bedstead and Walnut Bureau. 

Capt. Audubon, making a house for his squirrels. 

Tench Coxe, making 10 Gothic back Chairs, 1 Dining 
Table 4 ft., 1 Dining Table 3 ft., 1 sideboard 4 ft., 
1 Card Table, 2 Poplar Bedsteads, 1 Knife box, 1 
plate-tray, 1 Mahogany bedstead, fluted posts, 2 
Pine Kitchen tables. 

1782. April 5. Estate Samuel Morris, making his coffin of Mahogany 

with handles. 

1785. April 4. State Lottery, making 6 boxes. 

1786. Jany. 9. Dr. Bass making a Walnut Medicine Chest, £5.12. 
Jany. 24. Henry Pratt, making a writing desk, folding top, £6. 
April 8. Ordered by Michael Gratz, small planed boards, on 

which to make cakes for the Passover for Jewish 
congregation. 
June 4. Estate Gen. J. Philip DeHaas, making a mahogany 
coffin and case for deceased, £11. 

1787. May 27. Made a sign for a man at corner Market and Sixth 

street — the sign of ye Greyhound. 
Sept. 4. Hon. John Penn, making a Walnut Coffin for Sabina 
Francis, a servant of his uncle Thomas Penn late 
Proprietor, £6. 

1788. Feb. 16. Gen. D. Brodhead, making Mahogany Coffin for wife, 

£8.10. 

April 4. Edward Burd, 2 Mahogany Card Tables. 

May 31. William Lucas, making Mahogany clock case, with 
fluted corners. 

June 28. Joseph Crukshank, Mahogany Dining Table, claw 
feet, £5.10. 

Aug. 12. Made a coffin for William Churchill Houston Esq., 
of Trenton, who died at Geiss's Tavern on Frank- 
ford road. 
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1788. Sept. 1. Estate James Allen, to making a Mahogany Coffin 

for the deceased, with inscription plate and handles ; 
ordered by his grandfather Thomas Lawrence Esq., 
£8. 

1789. June 29. Dr. Ewing, making a large Mahogany clock case for 

the University of Pennsylvania, £11. 

Oct. 15. Estate John Lukens (Surveyor General), making a 
Mahogany Coffin and handles for deceased, £8. 10. 
N. B. This coffin was 2 ft. 3 in. over the shoulders. 

Nov. 26. This morning a Are broke out next door to the Bunch 
of Grapes, in Third street near Arch — consumed 
the house in which were eight persons, five of 
whom got out, and three, the widow Preston and 
her two sons were burned before assistance could be 
given. Making a coffin for the three remains found 
in ruins £1.17.6, abated 15/. 

1790. June 18. Making 6 Venetian Blinds for Alderman's Boom at 

new Court House, £27. 

Sept. 16. D r George de Benneville, 1 Bureau-table, £3.15. 

Dec. 8. State of Pennsylvania, making a new blind for 
Senate Chamber in the State House, £5. 

Dec. 9. Philadelphia County Commissioners — 6 Venetian 
Blinds for Congress, with plain fronts in Senate 
Chamber and Committee Rooms in County Court 
House at £4.10 each — 9 do. for Arch windows 
down stairs in the House of Representatives of U. 
S. at £6. each. Lengthning 5 Blinds, 3 tossils 
etc., £2. 50 spitting boxes for Congress, £6.5. 

Dec. 15. Made a blind for office Secretary of Congress, in the 
West wing of the State House, £2. 5. 

Dec. 31. State of Pennsylvania, to making a Mace for the Ser- 
geant of Arms of the Senate, £4.10. 

1791. Jany. 15. Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, 1 Walnut Cupboard, 1 

Mahogany Arm chair, 1 bedstead painted green. 
Feby. 8. David Rittenhouse, 1 chair, £6. 
July 12. State of Pennsylvania, repairing 2 Ven. Blinds in 

the Supreme Court Room, by order of the Judges, 

£3.10. 
Oct. 31. John Adams, Vice President, 2 Mahogany boards to 

fix Clusters; repairing Mahogany Dining Table 

£10.1. 
[On November 9 David Evans moved from Cherry 

Street to the house he erected on the north side 
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of Arch Street, above Sixth, now the site of the 
Arch Street Theatre.] 

1791. Dee. 9. Bank of the United States — making a clock case for 

the Directors' Room, £4. 

1792. April 18. Spanish Minister, repairing a Card-table. 

May 5. Adam Hoopes, making 8 cases for Surveying instru- 
ments, for use in the Genesse country. 

May 21. Gen. Knox, making boxes, painting slats, and Blinds 
for the War Office of U. S., £24. 

June 5. Mathew Olarkson, making 2 Venetian Blinds, £4.10. 

June 16. Estate Col. Eichard Fullerton, making deceased a 
coffin covered with cloth, lined, inscription plates 
and handles, £14. He was born July 4, 1757. 

Aug. 11. Samuel Bettle, 1 Mahogany Card table, £3.10. 

Nov. 6. Estate Thomas Eiche, Lacing in best manner, full 
trim'd, with inscription plate, Cherrubs &c. for 
coffin of deceased, £4. 

Nov. 20. Mr. Randolph, Attorney General U. S., making a 
coffin for his black servant, £2.5. 

Dec. 26. Stephen Page, Mahogany coffin, Inscription plate, 
Flower-pots, handles, for his wife, £8.10. 

1793. Jany. 8. John Nixon, repairing 14 Chairs, £2.2. 

[Jany. 29. This is the first Winter-like day this 
season — it snows and is very cold. The Winter 
heretofore has been much like April. There was a 
Shad caught in the Schuylkill about the 16th of 
this month, which was cooked at Erwin's public 
house on Market street.] 

Daniel Rundle, making a Coffin for his wife Ann 
Eundle, covered with Black Cloth, lined with 
white Flannel, Inscription plate, Flower pots and 
Cherrubs, Handles, and full laced, £15. 

Died at his place 7 miles from the city Dr. George 
De Benneville Senior. He was born in France 
1703, and lived from the youthful time of his life 
until his last hour, an exemplary, religious life, and 
was buried in his family burial ground March 24, 
1793, aged 91 years. 

Estate Dr. George De Benneville Sr, making a Wal- 
nut Coffin and case, £5.10. 
March 26. This night the frogs began to croak. 
June 2. United States, sundry work done at Treasury Office, 
£8.7.6. 



March 7. 



March 19. 
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1793. July 12. Estate Joseph Shippen, making a Mahogany Coffin 
for deceased with Breastplate and Handles, £8.10. 

Aug. 9. Bank of Pennsylvania, 6 Blinds for windows, £25. 

Sept. 6. Estate Dr. James Hutchinson, making a Mahogany 
Coffin for deceased, £7.10. 

Sept. 11. Estate of my brother Richard Gardner, a Walnut 
Coffin, £3. He died of Yellow Fever. Was a 
Clerk in the Bank of Pennsylvania and an admi- 
rable accountant. Buried in Friends' Ground. 

Oct. 13. My family, consisting of myself, my wife and five 
children, Anne, Sally, Rebecca, John and Eleanor, 
(my son Evan went there a few weeks before), went 
to Dr. George De Benneville's, near the city, where 
we were kindly received and remained three weeks, 
while the plague raged in the city. 

Nov. 11. This day opened my shop, which has been closed 
about two weeks owing to epidemic fever. 

Nov. 29. County Commissioners of Philadelphia, Repairing 
Blinds of Senate Chamber and Congress Hall, £8. 

Dec. 2. United States, cleaning Chairs, Tables and Furniture 
in Congress Hall, £9. 

1796. Jany. 16. United States of America, making Platform in Con- 

gress Hall larger and hanging 2 Doors, £3.15. 

Feby. 4. Estate Jane Chevalier, making for deceased a Mahog- 
any Coffin, with Inscription plate, Handles, Cher- 
rubs &c, £10. 

Feby. 19. Postmaster General, making Book case for his office, 
£5.12.6. 

April 80. Col. Richard Graham of Virginia — making for de- 
ceased a Mahogany Coffin, with plate, flower pots 
and Cherrubs, £15. 

Aug. 19. Estate John Foulke M.D. making deceased a Mahog- 
any Coffin with Silver handles, £8. 10. 

Sept. 16. Anthony Morris, making a Mahogany Coffin for his 
daughter Deborah, £8.10. 

1797. July 14. Estate Caleb Emlen — making deceased a Mahogany 

Coffin with silver Handles, £8.10. 
Nov. 1. On Sept. 6, I left the City and went to Bristol town- 
ship with my family, and returned this evening. 
Resided at Roberts's school house, while Fever was 
in the city. 

1798. March 5. Estate Col. Adam Hubley— making a Mahogany Cof- 

fin, with plate and Handles, £10.10. 
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1798. Aug. 2. Estate Col. Innes — making Mm Mahogany Coffin, 

plate, Handles and Lace £15. My attendance 
bringing the corpse from the country £1.10. Mus- 
lin for winding sheet, £1.10. 

1799. March 19. Estate John Mayo, of Virginia, 1 Walnut Coffin, £6. 10. 
Aug. 4. My son Evan Evans sailed for Batavia on the ship 

Jefferson, Capt. E. E. Morris, as Doctor. 
[Sept. 24. I moved with my family to Eleventh street 
between Arch and Eace on account of the epi- 
demic Fever, and returned to my house Oct. 19th.] 

Nov. 9. Dr. Benjamin Rush, to making 1 Mahogany Bureau 
table £7.10, as a compensation for my son Evan 
Evans' ticket of admission attending his Lectures 
for 1798. 

Dec. 9. John Sergeant, 1 Book case with sash-doors, £8.5. 

1801. July 21. Shipped on the Sloop Highland, Capt. Hand, for 

Gen. Dearborn, 16 Venetian Blinds, for the War 
Office, Washington D. C. $9. per Blind. 

1802. Sept. 17. Estate Gen. Jacob Morgan — making for deceased a 

Coffin covered by black cloth, lined with flannel 
and laced, £18. 15. Case £2. 5. 

1803. June 30. United States — 6 Venetian Blinds for the Captain's 

cabin of frigate Philadelphia, Capt. Bainbridge, $45. 

1804. Oct. 2. Blair McClenachan — Mahogany Coffin, with plate, 

handles and laced edge, for wife, £11.5. 

1805. Jany. 5. Rev. James Abercrombie — making a coffin covered 

with cloth, lined with flannel, plate, flower pots, 
cherrubs, handles, for his wife, £15. 

1806. April 15. Estate Edward Shippen, Chief Justice — making for 

the deceased a Coffin covered with cloth, lined, 
plate, handles and laced, £20.12.6. 

July 12. Estate of Jacob Drayton, late of South Carolina,— 
making for deceased a Coffin of Mahogany, with 
plate handles and full laced, £15.8. 

July 28. Estate Abraham Markoe — making a coffin covered 
with cloth, lined with flannel, plate, handles and 
laced, with case, £22. 10. 

1807. July 4. Dr. Barton, 2 Venetian Blinds for his front parlor 

windows, £9. 

1808. July 7. Estate Henry M. Muhlenberg — a Mahogany Coffin 

with plate handles &c. for deceased, £11.5. 
Aug. 5. Estate Gen. John Shee, late Collector of the Port, — 
making a Mahogany Coffin &c. £11.5. 
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1808. Oct. 6. Richard Bache, making a Mahogany Coffin for wife, 

£10.10. 

1809. May 8. Estate Samuel Breck, making a covered coffin, han- 

dles plate and lined, £18.15. 

1810. Jany. 20. Estate Benjamin Chew — making a Coffin for deceased, 

covered with black cloth, lined, plate and handles, 

£18.15. Case £2.5. 
June 8. St. John's Lutheran Church, Race St., — 16 Venetian 

Blinds @ £11.5 per Blind. 
June 14. Estate Dennis Hogan, late Major, British Army — 

making him a cloth covered Coffin, lined, plate, 

handle, laced and trimmed, Cherrubs &c, £18.15. 



